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I am very pleased with the astounding support we have received for Vraj and Navratri programs.  
For our temple Yatra, we visited Vraj Temple and Anoopam Mission - both located in Pennsylvania.  
We took 4 buses and we sincerely appreciate the support of our sponsors Dharmesh & Rupal Shah, 
Nimesh & Priti Shah, Bhailal & Hema Patel, Chirag & Nisha Patel, and Nilesh & Vaishali Desai. 
 

We had an unbelievable Navratri program far exceeding our expectations.  Program highlights 
included visit from Howard County Executive Ken Ulman and his wife Jaki dressed in our 
traditional costumes, catering by Woodlands for all three nights, and above all special performance 
by EntouRAAS (number one Garba team in the nation from College Park, UMD).  We also thank 
Patel Brothers for providing Prasad for all three nights and Bhailal Patel for providing parking light 
tower and Atul Patel and Suresh Dalwadi for parking lights logistics.  It comes as no surprise to us 
as to why we are recognized as premier host for Garba in Metropolitan Baltimore Washington 
area.  While we have received very positive feedback we will continue to improve on our program 
delivery.  
 

We have planned an exciting Diwali program on November 13, 2011 at New Town High School.  
We will have a Live Concert “Ek Shaam Rafi Ke Naam” featuring Nafis Anand and his group.  
Concert will be followed by dinner catered by Chowpatty Foods from New Jersey.  We are very 
pleased with the early response we have received and we encourage you to register online at 
www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com to avoid disappointments.  For more details, please see elsewhere 
in the Newsletter. 
 

This is the year for forming new executive committee.  General Body Meeting is scheduled for 
December 10, 2011.  Nominations now are open and should be received by us no later than 
November 17, 2011.  For further details, see elsewhere in the Newsletter. 
 

We appreciate the support of our advertisers and we encourage you to please patronize them.  I 
sincerely thank all participants, volunteers and committee members and their spouses for their 
unconditional support and help. 

Payesh Jhaveri 
 

 

 
Volunteers 

 
Manisha Bhatt 
410-661-8737 

Rushi Bhatt 
410-581-9693 
Mitu Dalwadi 
410-517-2812 

Suresh Dalwadi 
443-629-3324 
Chandrakant 
(Kaka) Desai 

301-829-3742 
Nilesh Desai 

410-489-6592 
Nishith Gandhi 
410-997-3917 
Jagdish Patel 
443-257-6884 
Jaydeep Patel 
410-533-8528 
Raghuvir Patel 
443-710-9456 

Raj Patel 
410-998-9838 

Romi Shah 
410-668-0359 
B. G. Thakkar 
410-465-0955 

 
Youth 

Committee 
Members 
Ravi Bhatt 

 
 
 
 

 

Gujarati Community 

Newsletter 
 

Diwali Program – November 13, 2011 
Nominations Deadline – November 17, 2011 

General Body Meeting – December 10, 2011 

http://www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com/
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We welcome the following new life members: 
 

 
 
 

2011 Navratri Pictures 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional pictures, please go to:  www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com 
 

http://www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com/


 
Diwali - Lighting up Lives with Happiness and Joy 

 
Diwali is another word for Deepavali which means a row of lights.  The date of this occasion is decided as per the Hindu calender 
and it falls on the last two days of the dark half of Kartik (October-November).  This festival embodies the values that define 
Indian culture and the legends associated with it.  Diwali is celebrated over 5 days and of these the main day is the third day when 
the Laxmi Pujan takes place.  The five days of Divali are Dhanteras, Choti Diwali, Lakshmi Puja on Diwali, Padwa & Govardhan 
Puja and Bhai Duj.  All these days hold a different significance and have a different legend associated with it. 
 

Lakshmi Puja is the occasion dedicated to the Goddess of prosperity and wealth, Lakshmi.  It is believed that Goddess Laxmi 
visits everyone during Divali and brings peace and prosperity to all.  On the night of Diwali "Lakshmi-Pujan" is performed in the 
evenings which is a traditional pujan performed after sunset in every home.  Lakshmi is the goddess of light, beauty, good fortune 
and wealth.  While Laxmi is generally worshiped to achieve success, she does not reside long with anyone who is lazy or desire 
her presence as wealth only. 
 

After lighting the Diyas, offering prasad and praising Laxmi in the way of devotional songs, lighted diyas (lamps) and candles are 
put in every nook and corner of the home to usher in light and clear darkness from the world.  Lamps are symbolic of the victory 
of light of goodness and knowledge over the darkness of evil and ignorance and a way of acknowledging the happiness in our 
lives. 
 

Diwali or Deepawali, is not only festival of lights, but also marks the beginning of the Hindu new year.  The first day of Diwali is 
also the New Year Day of Businesses.  All companies pay off debts and their cars are decorated with flowers and palm leaves so 
that their vehicles run well in the New Year.  Buying new garments and exchanging Diwali gifts with greetings are all traditions 
that have come to be associated with Diwali, probably because of its association with New Year celebrations.  Spring-cleaning and 
white-washing of houses and drawing Rangolis to welcome Laxmi into the abode is a ritual performed well before Deepavali. 
 

Beautifying Your Homes with Diwali Decorations 
 

Weeks or months before the Diwali festival is to start, everyone starts decorating, designing and decking up their homes.  This is a 
common tradition to be seen around India and by Indians settled in various parts of the world.  This festival speaks of new 
beginnings, prosperity and gaiety.  There are many traditional decorative items used to redecorate homes on Diwali.  These home 
decor ideas add a feeling of festivity and a joyful aura to any home surroundings. 
 

Wall Hangings 
A festival which is as deeply rooted in tradition and customs as Deepavali, even the decorations should give the same feel.  Wall 
Hangings having images of Lord Ganesha and Goddess Lakshmi are a popular Diwali decorative item.  Embroidered cloth 
spreads are also well suited as Deepavali decoratives. 
 

Torans or Door Hangings 
Torans, Bandhanwars or Door Hangings are the most important of all Diwali decorative items and Diwali Decorative Gift.  Torans 
are used to beautify the main entrance and the door to the worship room of Goddess Lakshmi. Diwali Torans are handcrafted and 
come embellished with embroidery, bells, beads, mirror, shells, image of Lord Ganesha etc. 
 

Laxmi Ganesh Sculptures and Idols 
With Lakshmi-Ganesh Puja being a pivotal experience in the Diwali Festival, Lakshmi-Ganesh sculptures and idols make for an 
important Diwali decorative item.  These come in interesting designs in various sizes to suit varied requirements of people.  Brass 
and silver Lakshmi-Ganesh decoratives are fast catching up as very popular as Diwali gifts. 
 

Diwali Candles and Decorative Lamps 
Just as Diyas, candles too have undergone a major transformation over time.  Today they come in artistic shapes and innovative 
designs. It is considered auspicious to light floating candles in a glass pot filled with water and decorated with flower petals.  
Diwali Lanterns and Lamps too come in variety of shapes and material ranging from clay and paper to glass, brass and marble and 
are important Diwali decoratives. 
 

Deepavali Diyas 
It is the Diwali Diyas or Lamps which are the basis of the name given to this festival.  With changing times and preferences and 
lifestyles, even these have undergone a world of change over the past decades.  Diyas have come a long way from the basic 
earthen lamps to the variety of wax filled, brass and aluminium ones.  The choice however is totally a personal one.  Some of us 
like to stay with the conventional, time tested, ghee or oil filled earthen diyas whereas others among us go in for designer, low 
maintenance and more colourful diyas of other materials. 
 

Special Note:  This year Diwali was also celebrated at the White House. 
 

Source: http://diwali.indiangiftsportal.com/diwali-articles.html 

   



NOV 13 
2011 

Reservation will be confirmed only for paid orders received by November 7, 2011 
Buy tickets online at www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com or contact any committee members  

**** Dinner catered by Chowpatty Restaurant, NJ **** 



 
 

3541, BRENBROOK DR., RANDALLSTOWN MD 21133 
 

TEL: 410 655 1600 
www.akbarpalace.com 

BEST INDIAN DINING & CATERING 
 

In Maryland, DC, Northern Virginia Delaware & Southern PA 
 

Now offering all inclusive packages for your  
 

Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday & Graduation 
We provide services at prestigious Banquet Halls and Hotels 

 Tables, Chairs, Linens, China 
 Appetizers, Dinner, Desserts 
 Full Deluxe and soda bars 

 To suit any budget and occasion. 
Contact  

cknigam@akbarpalace.com 
Tel: 410 655 1600 

Please visit our restaurant in Randallstown for 

$10.00 off on $ 50.00 or more 
$20.00 off on $100.00 or more  

Valid when you order one entrée per person 
Not valid with any other offer or promotion 

Not valid with buffet  
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Patel Brothers 
 

International Groceries - Wholesale/Retail 
 
 

Everything and very competitive prices 
Many items on Special Deal and Super Deal 
Many varieties of green/fresh vegetables and 

fruits at best prices 
A large selection of frozen foods and ice creams 

 
 
 
PATEL BROTHERS    2080 University Blvd     Langley Park, MD 20783   (301) 422-1555 
 
 
 
PATEL BROTHERS    6402 Baltimore Pike       Baltimore, MD 21228          (410) 719-2822 
 
 
 
PATEL BROTHERS   15110 Frederick Rd       Rockville, MD 20850         (301) 340-8656 
 

 

PATEL BROTHERS   11116 Lee Hewy.        Fairfax. VA 22030           (703) 273-7400 



 

Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore 
Elections for year 2012-2013 Executive Committee 

 
 

Rules: 
 
 
 Mr. Hament Patel will be appointed as a President for years 2012 and 2013 according to our 

bylaws.  He will appoint 3 members to the Executive Committee according to our bylaws. 

 The nominating person and the nominee shall be the members of the Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore 

for the past year (2010) and the current year (2011). 

 A member/family cannot nominate more than one person for the same position. 

 A member can nominate a person for more than one position. If a nominee is elected to more than 

one position then the nominee shall select only one position.  The other positions will be awarded 

to the remaining nominees receiving highest number of votes for those positions. 

 A member can select nominees for one, more or all positions. 

 Members cannot nominate themselves. 

 Nomination forms should be mailed to the following address and received by November 17, 2011.  

Forms mailed to other addresses or hand delivered to any board member will not be accepted. 

 Nominating Committee may recommend candidates for any positions for which no nominations are 

received. 

 Annual General Body Meeting will be held from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM on Saturday, December 10, 

2011 at Meadowbrook Athletic Complex, 5001 Meadowbrook Lane, Ellicott City, MD 21043.  

Election (if necessary) will be held after the General Body Meeting.   

 Payesh Jhaveri, acting as an Election Officer, will swear in the new officers of the Association.  

 
Please mail the nomination forms to: 

Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore 
P.O. Box 687 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 
 
 

For additional information, please call any members of the Nominating Committee: 
 Payesh Jhaveri (443) 568-1300 or Hament Patel (410) 239-1586 or 

Gaurang Patel (410) 526-4574 



 

NOMINATION FORM FOR GUJARATI SAMAJ OF BALTIMORE, INC. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR YEARS 2012 & 2013. 

 
 

I  Mr. /Mrs. / Ms.______________________________________________________________________, 
 
Undersigned nominate the following persons for the representative positions indicated against their names. 

 
NAME     POSITION    NOMINEE SIGNATURE & PHONE # * 
 

1. ____________________ Vice President  __________________ _____________ 

2. ____________________ Treasurer   __________________ _____________ 

3. ____________________ General Secretary  __________________ _____________ 

4. ____________________ Auditor I   __________________ _____________ 

5. ____________________ Auditor II   __________________ _____________ 

I declare that I am a current member of the Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore, Inc. and have been a member for the past 
year.  I shall willingly present my membership card or proof of membership if required by the nominating 
committee. 
 
 

Nominated by: 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Phone:  __________________________________ 

Signature: ________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________ 

All fields must be completed. 

Seconded by: 

Name: __________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________ 

Date: ___________________________________ 

All fields must be completed. 

 
 
Nominees/Nominators by signing this form acknowledge that they have read the bylaws 
(available on the website) of Gujarati Samaj, Inc. 
 
* Please note: Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted.  Nominating 
Committee reserves the right to reject any nominees that may have conflict of 
interest.  Decision of the Nominating Committee will be final. 
 

 
Mail completed form in 
sealed envelope to reach by 
Nov 17, 2011. 

Mail to: 
  
Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore 
P.O. Box 687 
Owings Mills, MD 21117 

For Election Committee use 
Only: 

Date Received: 
Form Valid   Yes [   ]  No  [   ] 
Verified by (Name): 
___________________________ 
 

Verified by (Signature): 
___________________________ 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






